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CFA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  2017 

Back to the Roots – How We Build Equity, Justice And Prosperity In Our Food And 

Farming System 

9 am – 4 pm 

Sunday January 7, 2018 

University of Kentucky Good Barn 

Lexington, KY 

Agenda 

8:30 Registration and Breakfast  

9:00 Welcome  

9:15 Guest Speaker: Anthony Flaccavento, “Tackling The Rural Urban Divide, Building 

Economies That Work For People And Their Place” 

Economic, social and political globalization has created a dynamic chaos for many people.  

For a select few it is a new opportunity for increasing their economic and political power. 

For the rest, it is a world of insecurity and instability, with a surge of old and new 

divisiveness.  

However, there are common values of family, community and shared prosperity that unite 

us all. The official motto of the Commonwealth of Kentucky is “United we stand, divided we 

fall”, but how do we make that more than a motto?  

Anthony Flaccavento has been working on community, environmental and economic 

development in Central Appalachia for the past 27 years as an organic farmer, author, and 

most recently as a Congressional candidate for the 9th District of Virginia. 

10:00 Networking Break 

10:15 Round Robin Sessions 

The Round Robin Sessions are an opportunity for participants to receive updates on 

important issues and some basic leadership skill building to help them win their issues. Each 

Round Robin session will be 15 minutes with a 5-minute transition between sessions. 

Winning Your Issue! 

You know the problem and how to fix it. So how do you make it happen? In this session 

we will briefly outline how to create an Issue campaign strategy and action plan. 

What’s Up With the Farm Bill? 

In this session we will briefly review the Federal Bill, what it is and why its important; 

where it currently is in development; and how you can get involved. 

CFA’s Theory of Change: How and Why We Do What We Do 



CFA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  2017 

What is Community Farm Alliance and what does it do? Believe it or not, there is a 

method to the madness. In tis session we will explore what CFA’s “theory of change” is 

and how the organization applies it to everything it does. 

The State of Farm to Table in Kentucky 

Local foods is a hot topic and the fastest growing sector of agriculture. But what is it, 

what is happening in Kentucky, and where is the future? In this session Kentucky’s Farm 

to Table Coordinators will talk about their approaches, challenges, successes and the 

outlook. 

Open forum: What’s your issue? 

The real issues are the ones that people face everyday at home and in their 

communities. CFA depends on its members identifying the issues and exists to help 

them fix problems. This session is the opportunity for real people to bring forward the 

problems they are facing. 

11:30 Stories From The Field: Kentucky Farmers Share Their Unique Perspective 

Noon Local Lunch 

12:30 Guest Speakers: Mary Montgomery and Joy Harris, “ Community Organizing for Food 

and Farm Security with Fresh Stop Markets” 

What does it look like on the front lines of healthy food access and shared prosperity for 

farmers and fresh food insecure neighborhoods? Miss Mary and Miss Joy lead us through 

the new food revolution spearheaded by Fresh Stop Markets in Louisville and Lexington. 

1:00 CFA Board Nominations 

1:30 Afternoon Intensive Sessions 

The Intensive Sessions are the opportunity for participants to actively discuss issues and 

create strategies for themselves and CFA to address them. 

How do we build equity and justice in our food system? 

Kentucky and our country are facing significant problems with hunger, poor nutrition 

and overall poverty. Meanwhile farmers are facing a new financial crisis. Is the problem 

production, distribution, economics, all of the about? What will it take to create a food 

system that provides safe, healthy food for everyone and provide farmers and food 

system workers with a fair, living wage? 

What can each of us do to be part of the solution and what can CFA do? What are the 

direct actions and policies that need to be changed or created? 

The Future of Kentucky Farm to Table 

Thee are many, many steps in getting food from the farm to the table. What are the big 

gaps and low-hanging fruit that can make farm to table more impactful? 

2018 Farm Bill - Issue campaign strategy development 

The 2018 Farm Bill is upon us! Kentucky and the country are also in a pivotal election 

year. How can people and CFA ensure that the next Farm Bill supports family farmers 

and everyone who depends on them for food, fiber, energy, economic development, 

and stewardship of our air, water and other natural resources? 

Session #1 Issue Development  
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Drawing on one to two issues identified in the morning, this session with go deeper: 

what is the root of the problem, what will it take to fix it, and what is CFA’s strategy? 

Session #2 Issue Development 

Drawing on one to two issues identified in the morning, this session with go deeper: 

what is the root of the problem, what will it take to fix it, and what is CFA’s strategy? 

2:45 Networking Break and Board elections 

3:00 Intensive Reports 

4:00 Announcements: Annual Awards (?) and Board elections 
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